
 

       kearneychildrensmuseum.org  l   308-698-2228 l  The Alia Arram Memorial Building 5827 4th Ave Kearney, Nebraska 68845  

 

  

KEARNEY AREA CHILDREN’S MUSEUM  

Quarter 2,  2018 

ISSUE #910     PAGE 1 

Membership Rates 
Family*-$90 for one year │ $10 a month 

Grandparents*-$90 for one year │ $10 a month 

Patron*-$125 for one year │ $14 a month 

Daycare*-$102 for one year │ $11 a month 

Day Care Center Plus-$192 for one year │ $20 a month 

Sharing and Caring Scholarship -$12 for one year (Income 
Guidelines apply) 

*Add Plus Two -$12 more for one year │ $1 a month 

Museum Hours 
Monday – Closed for Cleaning 

Tuesday – 10 a.m. – 5 p.m. 
Wednesday – 10 a.m. – 5 p.m. 

Thursday – 10 a.m. – 8 p.m. 
Friday – 10 a.m. – 5 p.m. 

Saturday – 10 a.m. – 5 p.m. 
Sunday – 1 p.m. – 5 p.m. 

Admission Rates 
Members – FREE 

Children under 12 months – FREE 

Children (12 months – 13 yrs) – $8.00 

Adults (14 to 59) – $7.00  

Senior Citizens – (60+) $6.00  
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I can’t believe 2018 is already HALF over! We’ve been busy renovating exhibits, 
hosting Forever Forest, selling out our summer camps, and being a field-trip 
location for over 40 different schools. Whew! 

I had the pleasure of attending the Association of Children’s Museum Annual 
Conference in Raleigh, NC this spring and was able to grab some awesome 
nuggets of information that I’m excited to incorporate in the museum. We are 
continually looking for individual and corporate sponsors to help add new 
components to the museum and to help us continue to offer our ever-popular 
Sharing & Caring Memberships. If you or if you know someone that is looking to 
make an impact in the community, I would love to chat!  

We again are very grateful to the Kearney Noon 
Kiwanis for donating this beautiful playhouse 
so we can raffle it off to a lucky family! I 
encourage you to purchase your raffle tickets 
(1/$10 or 5/$40) as we will draw a winner on 
July 19th! We think it’ll look good in your 
backyard! 

P.S. Did you know next year the museum will 
be celebrating it’s 30th birthday?! 

Traci Winscot 
Executive Director 



 

Stanbic Flexipay 
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Member Spotlight 

Why is the museum vital to our community?           
Through the interactive exhibits and hands-on play, my children have learned how to interact with other 
children and staff as well as learn how to overcome obstacles, such as learning how to climb the rock wall.   

What do children learn at the museum?                                       
I believe having the children’s museum is a community wide 
investment for our children. It is vital to help our children grow, 
live and learn and in what better way than educational play!   

Volunteer Spotlight 

Why is the museum vital to our community?  
One of the goals we often talk about in exhibits meetings is providing access to all children in the 
community and surrounding areas to STEAM regardless of their financial status. We are constantly offering 
programming and new exhibits to provide these opportunities. We then offer significantly discounted 
memberships for those in need and one free Thursday night per month to meet this goal! Additionally, I 
really see the museum as a source of pride for the Kearney area. We repeatedly receive feedback that our 
museum is a favorite. I’ve also been told our museum is preferred over larger city museums due to its layout 
and exhibits that truly encourage imaginative play!  

Why do you choose to volunteer at the museum?   

The Kearney Area Children’s Museum is such a wonderful asset to our 
community! I am passionate about investing in my local community and 
believe that bettering the world starts right here in our own yard.  I 
enjoy providing children with opportunities to play and explore with 
their imaginations while gaining skills in STEAM (Science, Technology, 
Engineering, Art and Math). My career with NASA’s Johnson Space 
Center has allowed me to bring unique opportunities to our community 
and specifically to the children’s museum! With 4 children, the museum 
is the perfect fit to spend my time and resources.   

How does the museum help your family?  
The museum has helped our children grow in numerous ways. It 
keeps them thinking critically and it’s fun to see their imaginations 
spark while engaging in all the activities the museum has to offer.  

What is your advice for someone considering becoming a volunteer?  
If you are considering volunteering at the museum I would absolutely recommend it.  There are so many 
different ways you can help out. If you love playing with children, providing legal guidance, drawing, 
painting, finance management, being innovative, or building/construction there are opportunities for you to 
help make a positive impact! I have been volunteering at the museum for over 5 years and I have seen the 
museum grow and inspire so many! Personally, it has challenged me to be more business savvy, more 
creative and thoughtful. It’s a very rewarding environment!  

The Dimas Family 

Melissa Scott-Pandorf 
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3 Exhibit Ribbon Cuttings! 2018 
Board of Directors 

Jaylynn Graham, President 
Emily Jameson, Vice President 

Kristen Sedlacek, Past President 
Kayla Herrick, Treasurer 

Ashley Ott, Secretary 
Melissa Scott-Pandorf, Member At Large 
      Steve Cooke            Kylee Fish      
      Korena Nolan          Ellie Schroeder 
      Janell Brown            Brooke Ward 
      Jennifer Rowling     Amy Kuchera 
      Sheryl Feinstein       Nicole Krantz 
                                    

  Museum Leadership 
Traci Winscot 
Jennifer Beck 

Radhika Thapaliya 
 

Museum Part-Time Staff 
Brin, Chloe, Joni, Megan, Caitlin, 

Destiny, Leslie, Taylor, Paul 

 The DNA in a person’s 
body, when uncoiled, can 
stretch from Pluto to the 
Sun and back. 
 
 A person’s sneeze can 
travel at speeds of about 
100 miles per hour!  
 
 Fleas can jump around 130 
times their own height. So if 
a flea were a person six feet 
high, it could jump 780 feet 
high just like that. No 
superpowers needed! 

We’ve been busy keeping things fresh and engaging here at 
KACM!  

 Our Construction Exhibit expanded to incorporate 
architecture and drafting in our new Design Zone! A special 
thank you for Tami Moore & Family for their support of this 
space. 

 Our Mother’s Room & Toddler Exhibit “Peek-a-Boo Park” received a 
fresh new look and better serves families with babies and toddlers. 
Thank you to CHI Health Good Samaritan for their generous support.  

 We welcomed a special traveling exhibit called “Forever Forest”! 
This unique exhibit explores the forestry industry and how it affects 
our lives every day. It is the result of an official partnership with the 
Hardwood Forest Foundation and Omaha Children’s Museum 
established to help transform the educational kit, The Truth About 
Trees, into an immersive and engaging learning experience. Our 
museum was proud to be the exhibits first stop on it’s national tour. 
The national tour of Forever Forest is presented by Union Pacific 
Foundation and supported by the North American Wholesale 
Lumber Association.  It is here until July 8th so hurry in!  
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What have we been up to the past 3 months? 
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Individual Donors 

2018 Donors 
We couldn’t have a successful organization without YOUR generosity! 

Organizational Donors 
Nikki & Jared  Berggren 

Jonathon & Kaleigh  Berghorst 

Susan  Betke 

Brin & Ricky  Brauer 

Janell & Kyle  Brown 

Bob  Buettner 

Ashley & Taylor  Carrier 

Steve & Tammy  Cooke 

Lindsey & Sean  Denney 

Tracy  Dethlefs 

Carol & Carl  Dietz 

Brittany & Scott  Dugan 

Michelle & Luke  Dutcher 

Jodi & Evan  Eckhout 

Gregg & Faye  Ericksen 

Grant & Melissa  Ericksen 

Chelsea & Jeremy  Feusner 

Kylee & Connor  Fish 

Glenda & Chuck  Frasier 

Yolanda  Gomez 

Katherine  Goodwin 

Jaylynn & David  Graham 

Vicki  Harper 

Amy & Steve  Haskett 

Kayla & Jeff  Herrick 

Becky & Blake  Holscher 

Emily & Aaron  Jameson 

Justin  Jones 

Sarah & Jason  Jones 

Dan & Jackie  Keyser 

Edward & Janet  Kirkpatrick 

Ben  Kiser 

Jackie & Ryan  Kohtz 

Paula & Tyler  Kowalski 

Jeffery & Penny  Kozal 

Nicole & Ryan  Krantz 

Pat  Larson 

Kyle & Lindsay  Larson 

Greg  Ludowese 

Pamela & Josh  Lynn 

Sharri  Miner 

Lisa & Troy  Nielsen 

Korena & Matt  Nolan 

Ben  Nonhof 

William  Oldfather 

Ashley & Curt  Ott 

Jesse & Melissa  Pandorf 

Rich  Peters 

Debra & Roger  Petersen 

Brook & Josh  Pierce 

Glen & Luzy  Powell 

Brad & Darla  Quackenbush 

Rutheah & Ryan  Rodehorst 

Jennifer & Chuck  Rowling 

Megan & Bill  Schmidt 

Sam  Schrock 

Ellie & Seth  Schroeder 

Kristen & Jeremy  Sedlacek 

Bryan & Angie  Stava 

Vickie & Gary  Steele 

Jessica  Thompson 

Randy  Tonniges 

Brooke & Nick  Ward 

Brooke & Don  White 

Traci & Andrew  Winscot 

Paul & Linda  Younes 

Baer Photography 

Barney Financial Services 

Cabela's 

CHI Good Samaritan Hospital 

Ellerbrock-Norris Insurance 

Farm Bureau Insurance 

Girl Scouts - Spirit of Nebraska 
Kearney 

Hello Beautiful Bridal & Formal Wear 

Java Junction 

Jeff Lange Counseling, LLC 

Katie Autry Photography 

Kearney Dental Clinic, P.C. 

Kiwanis Club of Dobytown 

Kowalski Chiropractic 

LIPS Printing Service 

Melaleuca 

Monsanto Seeds 

Nelnet 

Network for Good 

Raising Canes 

Ron & Carol Cope Foundation 

Safe Kids Platte Valley 

Sangha Yoga Studio 

Schrock Chiropractic 

Tonniges & Associates, P.C. 

Trius Federal Credit Union 

Truist 

United Way 

West Villa Animal Hospital PC 
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Sunshine and Snapshots 

Summer is here, the sunshine is out in full force, and summer fun 
is happening  everywhere! When talking with people the most 
common phrase is, “We’re just so busy!” or “It’s flying by so fast!”  
I have to say this is very true! 
 
It seems that our summers are more packed than the rest of the 
year.  We strive to stuff as many activities and memory-making moments into a few months 
before the sunshine turns to crisp breezes with winter on the horizon. Each season holds it’s 
own beauty so I encourage you to hold on to the snapshots that make a season so 
memorable.  
 

 

Child Interaction Tip: 
 Kids need the opportunity to imagine a grandiose future 
 We are here to show our hearts and souls with children. Don’t be afraid to be vulnerable. 
 Ask children what they are passionate about. It may surprise you! 
 Trust that children know what they need to do in a situation. Give them the chance to 

explore options until they move forward or need your help.  

Jennifer Beck 
Director of Community Engagement 

Purchase a small notebook for your child and 

encourage them to draw or journal about their 

favorite memory from each day. At the end of each 

month let each child share with the family a few of 

their journal entries. This will create a thankful heart 

as they reflect on the blessings in their life.  

 

Tip: Parents can do this too! Make it a family activity.  

Brainstorm Box 
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Do you know about our membership and its perks? 

Beat the summer heat and join our museum for an exciting learning experience. 

Be a member today and get an unlimited pass to the museum for an entire year for your 
family. Added bonuses: receive  a discount on our birthday party rates, enjoy member-only 
hours every month, discounts on camps & classes and a 10% discount on our gift shop items. 

If you are already a member, don’t forget to renew your membership before the expiration 
date for $10 off and a free extra month on your yearly membership. 

                    

          

Radhika Thapaliya                                                                                                                                     
Operations Manager 

 

So many benefits of being a KACM member! 

Did You Know?           
Melissa & Doug make toys and products that offer Countless Ways to Play. 
5 reasons to believe in “Free Play”: 

 Play reveals passions. 
 Play promotes creativity & problem-solving. 
 Play develops resilience & grit. 
 Play builds social skills. 
 Play sharpens cognitive skills. 

(Source: Melissa & Doug) 
 
Activity Ideas for Family Road Trips: 
Discover our Road Trip Toys that play double duty. Engage your children in a 
fun, learning and creative activities while you are on road trips. Children will 
enjoy our flip-to win Hangman game or reusable puffy stickers’ book or 
learning mats with various activities or fun water wows that are available in 
our gift shop. 
Remember: Members get an exclusive 10% discount at our gift shop! 
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Normal Monthly Programs with NEW DATES! 

We know you all LOVE our 

monthly Morning Mingle 

event so we didn’t want to 

skip July’s just because it 

was on a day that we are 

closed to the public. So 

please join us a  day EARLY 

on Tuesday, July 3 for 

coffee, chai, breakfast 

treats, and a fun time! 

It may be a week later, 

but we can guarantee 

it’s going to be a BLAST! 

All kiddos are  

encouraged to bring 

their “wheels of choice” 

while the parents head 

down to the Cruise 

Night festivities. We  

also extended it  

another HOUR!  
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Upcoming Events 
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New Partnership! 
We are excited to partner with Funtastic! 

Also, don’t forget to show your card at  
Raising Canes EVERY time you eat!  



 



 


